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Executive summary 

During the present session, the Council is called upon to decide on the places of its meetings up to 

the next General Assembly taking into consideration the Guidelines on the selection of venues of 

Executive Council sessions adopted by decision 11(XCIV) and endorsed by the General Assembly 

in resolution 631(XX). 

http://www.unwto.org/


 

 

 

 

  

UN Tourism is a specialized agency of the United Nations 
World Tourism Organization 
C/ Poeta Joan Maragall 42, 28020 Madrid, Spain – Tel: (34) 91 567 81 00 – info@untourism.int / untourism.int 

 
 
 
 

DRAFT DECISION1 
 

Agenda item 14 
Place and dates of the 127th, 128th and 129th sessions  

of the Executive Council 
(document CE/126/14) 

 

The Executive Council, 

Having examined the report on candidatures and procedures for the selection of venues of the 

Executive Council sessions up to the 27th session of the General Assembly, 

1. Decides to hold its 127th session in _______ during the second semester of 2026, on dates to 
be agreed upon between the Secretariat and the host country; 

2. Decides to hold its 128th session in _______ during the first semester of 2027, on dates to be 
agreed upon between the Secretariat and the host country; and 

3. Decides to hold its 129th session in the Dominican Republic during the second semester of 2027, 
within the framework of the 27th session of the General Assembly, on dates to be agreed upon 
between the Secretariat and the host country.

 
 

1 This is a draft decision. For the final decision adopted by the Executive Council, please refer to the Decisions document 
issued at the end of the session. 
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I. Introduction 

1. The statutory framework concerning the place and dates of ordinary sessions of the Executive 
Council is established in the Statutes and the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Council, 
under the provisions reproduced below: 

Article 8(2) of the Statutes: 

“Meetings of the Assembly and the Council shall be held at the Headquarters of the 
Organization unless the respective organs decide otherwise.” 

Article 16 of the Statutes: 

“The Council shall meet at least twice a year.” 

Rule 3(1) of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Council: 

“The Council shall meet at least twice a year. It shall fix at each session the date of the next 
session. The letters of convocation for ordinary sessions shall be sent to the Members of the 
Council by the Secretary-General at least forty days before the opening of the session.” 

2. Despite the wording of Article 8(2) of the Statutes, in practice, the Assembly and the Council 
do not meet at the Headquarters of the Organization. Through decision 11 (XCIV), adopted at 
its 94th session held in October 2012, the Council considered “that, for the selection of venues 
of the Governing Bodies of the Organization, there is a need to balance the statutory 
requirements with the practice of geographical rotation of meetings that has contributed to 
promote the role of tourism and of [the Organization] around the world”, and adopted the 
guidelines for the selection of venues of sessions of the Executive Council and General 
Assembly sessions (hereinafter “the Guidelines”)2. 

3. Furthermore, the Council decided to meet at the Headquarters of the Organization when it is 
called to recommend a nominee for the post of Secretary-General. 

4. The Guidelines establish that "[t]he next Executive Council meeting following the one held 
immediately after the General Assembly (…) decides the places of the meetings of the Council 
up to the next General Assembly”.  

5. Indeed, the 125th session of the Executive Council, in decision 5(CXXV), recalled that, in 
accordance with the Guidelines, the 126th session of the Executive Council would decide on 
the venues of the 127th, 128th and 129th sessions, and invited Member States to submit their 
candidatures to host the forthcoming sessions of the Executive Council to the Secretary-
General, at the latest, 90 days before its 126th session. 

6. Pursuant to the above, during the present session, the Council is called upon to decide on the 
places of its 127th (second semester of 2026), 128th (first semester of 2027) and 129th 
(second semester of 2027) ordinary sessions, up to the 27th session of the General Assembly 
to be held in Dominican Republic in the second semester of 2027.  

 

II. Procedure for fixing the place of Executive Council sessions  

7. Pursuant to the Guidelines, for a candidature to be eligible the State concerned must fulfil 
the following requirements before the Executive Council adopts the resolution concerning 
the place of its next session:  

 
 

2 CE/94/3(III)(d) 

https://webunwto.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/36858/ce94_dec_en_0.pdf
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2025-11/CE125_Decisions_En.pdf?VersionId=0hqPhjT42RBCr_zKVLtTay5WHlxQeiEo
https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/36858/ce94_03_iii_d_guidelines_on_the_selection_of_venues_of_ec_and_ga_sessions_rev_1_en.pdf
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(a) Inform the Secretary-General ninety days before the session that is required to decide 
on the venue, indicating the ordinal number of the Executive Council meeting that the 
State wishes to host,  

(b) Receive the sponsorship of at least 25% of the Full Members of the Council, and 

(c) Undertake in writing to observe the standard conditions laid out in the model 
agreement3. 

8. The standard requirements and conditions laid out in the model agreement shall be the 
subject of an agreement between the government of the host country and the Organization. 

9. Just like the model agreement for General Assembly sessions4, adopted by General 
Assembly resolution 631(XX), the model agreement for Executive Council sessions is 
based on the legal framework governing the holding of UN Tourism meetings away from 
Headquarters, which is primarily determined by Article 32 of the Statutes, the Convention 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and its Annex XVIII, as well 
as relevant resolutions by the General Assembly5, and is aligned with the policy of the 
United Nations in this regard.  

10. Failure to apply any of the standards and principles included in the template agreement may 
expose delegates of members of the Council and other participants to, inter alia, difficulties in 
the issuance of visas or refusal of entry into the host country, documentation and media 
materials destined for the meeting being refused free entry or being searched, customs duties 
being requested, and non-respect by national authorities of official immunity from legal 
process (e.g., arrest and detention, commencement of lawsuits). It may also expose the 
Organization to legal and financial liability.  

11. Any State willing to host a session of the Executive Council should, before submitting its 
candidature, become familiar with the standard requirements set out in the model 
agreement. 

12. As indicated in the Secretary-General’s report on the selection of venue for the 25th session 
of the General Assembly6, the Secretariat often encounters some reluctance to apply the 
conditions required by the Governing Bodies for the hosting of their sessions as well as 
pressure to deviate from the policy established and from the consistent policy of the United 
Nations in this regard. As a result, lengthy negotiations are undertaken to ensure that the 
Governing Bodies’ instructions are respected by States having been elected to host their 
sessions. 

13. Should the host country not be in a position to provide the necessary conditions for the hosting 
of the Executive Council, the Secretary-General, in line with his delegated authority pursuant 
to paragraph (k) of the Guidelines, will adopt any measure as necessary to ensure the proper 
holding of the session.  
 

14. Likewise, where, on the basis of applicable UNDSS security risk assessments, 
recommendations and other relevant security risk management considerations, in the event 
of supervening circumstances in the territory of the host State rendering the holding of the 
session impossible, impracticable or otherwise not appropriate, in particular having regard to 
the safety and well-being of delegates, staff of the Organization, and other participants, the 
Secretary-General, after consultation with the Chair of the Executive Council, may decide that 
the session be held in person at the Headquarters of the Organization.  

 

 
 

3 CE/94/3(III)(d) Annex 2 
4 A/20/5(III)(i) 
5 Resolutions 136(V), 489(XVI) and 662(XXI). 
6 A/25/18 

https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/38146/a20_res_final_en.pdf
https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/36858/ce94_03_iii_d_guidelines_annexii_en_1.pdf
https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-07/A20_05_II_i_Guidelines%20selection%20venues%20GA%20sessions_En_0.pdf?VersionId=kXEK9JUjfrOvMB81cpLrkpQ8FfaLNWLb
https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2023-09/A25_18_Place%20and%20dates%20of%20the%20twenty-sixth%20General%20Assembly_En.pdf?VersionId=1Rsuev22QEcxYf2vOoLKzWw0Zcou7K7x
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15. Meetings of the Executive Council by virtual means or in hybrid format under Rule 3(5) of the 
Rules of Procedure should be considered only where an in-person session at the 
Headquarters is likewise not possible or not appropriate. 

III. Venues of the 127th and 128th sessions of the Executive Council 

16. Within the deadline established in decision 5(CXXV), one State had communicated to the 
Secretary-General its wish to host the 127th session of the Executive Council, which 
should be held in the second semester of 2026: United Arab Emirates. 

17. The candidature of the United Arab Emirates (Annex I) was addressed to the Secretary-
General through a letter dated 24 October 2025 from H.E. Mr. Abdulla Bin Touq Al Marri, 
Minister of Economy and Tourism. In the letter, the United Arab Emirates accepts the 
conditions set out in the model agreement for the hosting of Executive Council sessions 
and undertakes to faithfully conclude a host country agreement aligned with the 
stipulations contained therein at least ninety days before the opening of the session. 
 

18. Furthermore, one State has communicated to the Secretary-General its wish to host the 
128th session of the Executive Council, which should be held in the first semester of 2027: 
Peru. In a letter dated 9 April 2026, Peru accepts to comply with the legal framework 
governing the holding of Executive Council sessions, by applying the conditions granted 
for the meeting of the Regional Commission for the Americas, held in Peru in 2025, and 
undertakes to faithfully conclude a host country agreement aligned with the stipulations 
contained therein at least ninety days before the opening of the session.  

19. On 11 March 2026, the Secretariat sent a Note Verbale to the members of the Council to 
transmit to them the above-mentioned candidatures to host the forthcoming sessions and 
to recall the provisions in connection with the eligibility requirements of the candidatures 
pursuant to the Guidelines on the selection of venues of Executive Council sessions. 

IV. Venue of the 129th session of the Executive Council 

20. No candidatures have been received by the Secretariat to host the 129th session of the 
Executive Council, which should be held in the second semester of 2027. 

21. It is customary that, in years where the General Assembly meets in ordinary session, the 
second annual session of the Executive Council is held within the framework of the General 
Assembly, immediately before and in the same venue as the Assembly. Therefore, the 
129th session of the Executive Council should meet in the Dominican Republic within the 
framework of the 27th session of the General Assembly.  

*** 

https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/36858/ce94_03_iii_d_guidelines_on_the_selection_of_venues_of_ec_and_ga_sessions_rev_1_en.pdf
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Annex I:  Letter of candidature of the United Arab Emirates to host the 127th session of 

the Council in the second semester of 2026 
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Annex II:  Letter of candidature of Peru to host the 128th session of the Council in the first 

semester of 2027 (original and English translation) 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 

 

In my capacity as Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru, and on behalf of the Peruvian State, I 

declare that the Republic of Peru wishes to host the 128th session of the Executive Council of the 

World Tourism Organization (UN Tourism) in the first half of 2027. 

Having examined the legal framework for the holding of UN Tourism meetings away from 

headquarters, and in accordance with the procedure for the selection of venues for meetings of the 

Executive Council adopted pursuant to resolution 631(XX), the Republic of Peru accepts the 

conditions set forth in Section II “Conditions for organizing the Meeting” of the Model Agreement for 

the holding of the Executive Council, 2024 version. 

With respect to Section I of the Model Agreement, which refers to “Privileges, immunities and 

facilities”, the Republic of Peru expresses its utmost readiness to ensure that the specific immunities 

and facilities that UN Tourism deems indispensable for the proper conduct of the meeting are taken 

into account during the corresponding negotiation process. This is in view of the fact that the Republic 

of Peru is not a State Party to the 1947 Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 

Agencies of the United Nations. 

It should be noted that the proposed approach has been satisfactorily applied in previous hosting 

agreements with United Nations specialized agencies for the holding of international meetings in our 

country. In this regard, the Republic of Peru expresses its commitment to replicate for the present case 

the formula set out in Section I of the Agreement for the holding of the 70th meeting of the UN Tourism 

Regional Commission for the Americas, signed in 2025, and which allowed the successful holding of 

said meeting. 

 

Accordingly, the Republic of Peru declares its commitment to proceed with the signing of the 

model agreement as host country of the 128th session of the UN Tourism Executive Council, taking 

into account the above and within the established timeframe prior to its opening. 

 

Lima, 9 April 2026 

 

[SIGNATURE] 

Hugo de Zela 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 

 

To: The World Tourism Organization Madrid 

 


